
 1

 
Taken from the Monroe Evening News, April 11, 2007 – Great Job, Karl!  
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Everyone Welcome 
�

$8.00/ person (in advance)      
$9.00/ person (at door) 
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New Algae Threat Clogs Shore – Freeze 
doesn’ t Stop Toxic Growth along Lake 
Er ie 

Written By Tom Henry – Blade Staff Writer 
Published in Toledo Blade 4/24/07 
 

 Western Lake Erie has a new form of toxic, blue-
green algae — and this time, it’ s a hardy one that hugs 
the shoreline.  Called lyngbya wollei, it’ s stringy stuff 
that balls up in the shape of marbles as it rises to the 
surface and forms thick mats along the shore. And unlike 
many other forms of algae, it doesn’ t necessarily fade 
away as the water cools. 
 “ It’ s very resistant to freezing and cold weather. It’ s 
tough stuff. Once it’ s established, it’ s hard to get rid of 

it,”  said Tom Bridgeman, a Lake Erie researcher for the 
University of Toledo who said the algae has the texture 
of coarse hair. 
 “ It’ s a new nuisance algae in western Lake Erie,”  he 
said. “ It might potentially impact swimming areas and 
shoreline use.”  
 Mr. Bridgeman said he saw it in September — as 
well as recently — in Lake Erie’s Maumee Bay, along 
Bay Shore Road and near Maumee Bay State Park’s 
Lake Erie beach. The bay is near Toledo and in the Great 
Lakes region’s warmest and shallowest water 
 To his surprise, the algae survived the winter. Now, 
as a result of the unseasonably warm weather from 
earlier this spring, there’s “new growth growing on top 

of old growth,”  he 
said. 
 David Culver of 
Ohio State 
University, an algae 
expert who has 
testified before 
Congress and led 
U.S.-Canada algae 
research teams, said 
carbon activated 
filtration systems, 
such as the one 
Toledo uses to treat 
raw water it draws in 
from Lake Erie, are 
highly effective at 
removing the toxins 
from this form of 
algae and others 

known to be in the lake.  
 Both he and Mr. Bridgeman warned people to keep 
themselves and their pets at a distance from all forms of 
blue-green algae.  
 Three others known to exist in the lake are free-
floaters in the open water. They are commonly referred 
to as “Annie,”  “Fannie,”  and “Mike”  in reference to their 
scientific names of anabaena, aphanizomenon, and 
microcystis. 
 While Lake Erie’s toxic forms of algae are not known 
to have killed anybody, a microcystis outbreak in Brazil 
was linked to as many as 75 deaths at a kidney dialysis 
center in 1996 when water was not treated. An 
investigation by the U.S. Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention showed the Brazilian facilities water-
treatment system was not working at the time. 
 John Hageman, manager of Ohio State’s Stone 
Laboratory on Gibraltar Island, near Put-in-Bay, is no 
stranger to Lake Erie algae. For the past four or five 
years, he has seen a type of algae near the Lake Erie 
islands that sounds similar to what Mr. Bridgeman saw 

TOXIC ALGAE 

• Known as lyngbya wollei, 
the blue-green algae rises to 
the surface of water and 
forms along the coast. 
 
• It is resistant to freezing and 
cold, which means it doesn’ t 
necessarily fade as water 
cools. 
 
• The algae has been spotted 
recently in western Lake Erie. 
 
• Experts said people and pets 
should stay away from all 
forms of blue-green algae. 
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in the Toledo area.  But Mr. Hageman said he was 
unsure if it was lyngbya wollei or something else. Mr. 
Culver said there are various forms of lyngbya algae — 
some that are believed to have existed at least as far back 
as the early 1970s — but not all are toxic.   
 Like other forms of algae, lyngbya wollei is believed 
to have grown along the bottom of the lake and floated 
to the surface via oxygen bubbles. It could have lain 

dormant, existing 
in its microscopic 
form for decades 
and then 
proliferated as the 
lake’s ecology 
changed. Mr. 
Culver blames 
zebra mussels and 
their more robust 
cousins, quagga 
mussels, which 
have been 
throwing the 
lake’s longtime 

phosphorus-
nitrogen ratio out 

of whack since the late 1980s. 
 Both phosphorus and nitrogen are common farm 
nutrients. The Maumee River, which flows into the bay, 
has the most runoff of any Great Lakes tributary. The 
mussels are known to spit out and excrete phosphorus 
they suck out of the water column, causing an imbalance 
of the nutrients and helping all forms of algae to grow at 
the lake bottom, Mr. Culver said. 
 A 1997 paper published by the National Library of 
Medicine, the National Institutes of Health, and the 
American Society for Microbiology said lyngbya wollei 
is predominantly in lakes and reservoirs of the 
southeastern United States. People exposed to it may 
have symptoms that resemble paralytic shellfish 
poisoning, according to the paper, co-authored by 
Wayne Carmichael of Wright State University in 
Dayton, an international algae expert who has testified in 
Congress with Mr. Culver. 
 Mr. Bridgeman said he has received numerous calls 
about lyngbya wollei. “People are kind of upset and 
amazed,”  he said. “ I’ ve noticed a horrible smell. I don’ t 
know if it’ s coming from the algae or not.”  
 

 
 

Members &  Fr iends 
Gayle White (734) 735-2091 
kgbandb@charter.net 
 

 Congratulations to Norm Longberry!!!  Norm was 
chosen as the ‘ I-LYA Man of the Year’ .  If you have 

ever seen Norm working the docks at Bay Week, you 
know he deserves this recognition for just that.  We’ re 
proud of you Norm! 
 

 
  

 JRSC would like to extend a “Thank You”  to Point 
Place Boat Club and Toledo Ice Yacht Club.  Both clubs 
recently used our clubhouse for events and insisted on 
paying rental, even though we were not going to charge 
them.  Thank You! 
 

 
  

 Our ‘ I-LYA Man of the Year’  needs help for Bay 
Week.  He needs people to work the finish line on 
Saturday and Sunday night.  Contact Norm if you’ re not 
racing but would like to experience Bay Week. 
 

 
 

 Hank Wasilausky, our Cruising Fleet Captain, is 
looking for ideas for cruises for May, June, July and 
August.  Contact Hank if you have any ideas. 
 The Labor Day Cruise is in the works, from Rocky 
River to Leamington.  Hank would like to see at least 10 
boats participate in this club cruise. 
 

 
 

Sailing the Internet 
Phil Fry (419) 474-0306 
PhilFry@juno.com 
 

 The Cataba Island Boat Show 
(www.catawbaislandboatshow.com) is set for May 4th 
through the 6th. See their website for more information. 
  The North Carolina Maritime Museum 
(www.ah.dcr.state.nc.us/sections/maritime) is a 
fascinating site, with information on wooden boat 
building, environmental education, the history of the 
Carolina coast, and (appealing to the very Jolly Roger in 
all of us) an article about Blackbeard and discovery of 
the wreck, Queen Anne's Revenge. The museum hosts a 
yearly Wooden Boat Show (the 33rd annual runs from 
April 29th through May 5th.) Even if you can©t visit the 
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museum in person, a "virtual" visit is well worth your 
time. 
  Here©s a fun little online sailing game to play (when 
boss isn©t looking): www.macgregor.net/sailing 
  By the time you read this the 2007 Antigua Classic 
Yacht Regatta will be history. Be sure to visit the online 
gallery for some fantastic photos from previous years. 
The photo gallery goes back to 1999. 
www.antiguaclassics.com 
 National Geographic put together a fantastic website 
for the 2001 - 2002 Volvo Ocean Race. Although the 
site is old (the German boat illbruck won the 32,700 
nautical mile race), some of the information on the site is 
still interesting. The online sailing and wave simulators 
are quite fun, and the section on the history of ocean 
yacht racing is very informative. Did you know the First 
Trans Atlantic Race was in 1866? 
www.nationalgeographic.com/volvooceanrace  
 

 
 

U.S. Coast Guard Auxiliary Class  
Schedule 
 

 Here is the 2007 schedule of the U.S. Coast Guard 
Auxiliary Boating Education Classes. JRSC member, 
Hank Wasilausky, is teaching this list of classes.  The 
classes are taught at the Woodville Mall – Auxiliary 
Room in Northwood, Ohio. Contact Hank at (419) 698-
4122 for more information. 
 

Apr il 2 thru May 10 
Basic Safety and Seamanship 

6 p.m. to 9 p.m. each 
Monday and Thursday 

 

May 10, 11 &  12 
America’s Boating Course 

1 p.m. to 4 p.m. 
 

May 18 &  19 
America’s Boating Course 

Fri. – 6 p.m. to 9 p.m. 
Sat. – 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. 

 

 
 

Safety First! 
 

 Before you take to the water this year, refresh your 
boating skills by taking a safe boating class.  The Toledo 
Power Squadron will offer its Boat Smart® class at the 
Point Place Library on 2 consecutive Saturdays, May 12 
and May 19 from 9:30 – 2:30.  Fee is $35 and $20 for 
the second person sharing the book. 
 The class will cover rules of the road, carbon 
monoxide poisoning, life jackets, safety equipment, aids 

to navigation, and other valuable subjects important to 
the safety of a boater.  Class meets state mandatory 
boater education requirement.  Recommended minimum 
age is 12 years.  Certificate awarded upon passing test. 
 Teaching a basic boating course to the public is a 
traditional civic service of the United States Power 
Squadrons®.  This class is taught by experienced and 
certified sail and power boaters from the Toledo Power 
Squadron.  For more information, call 419.725.1776 or 
Email: www.toledopowersquadron.org. 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   
Deadly Fish Virus headed toward Lake 
Michigan 
Taken from the Monroe Evening News – April 11, 
2007 
 

 A virus that has killed tens of thousands of fish in the 
eastern Great Lakes appears headed for Lake Michigan, 

Membership Changes for  
 May 2007 
Elmer Lotshaw (419) 878-8695 
E-mail:  elotshaw@roadrunner.com 
 
Please update your 2006 Directory to reflect 
the following changes in our membership. 
 

New Members 4/10/07 
Bill &  Barb Davidge – Active  

6858 Yorktown Pl. 
Temperance, MI  48182 

(734) 847-2522 
 

John Thomas Lovas – Active 
2637 124th St. 

Toledo, OH  43611 
(419) 410-0124 

  

1st &  2nd Readings 
Brently Gill – Active 

1140 Hamilton 
Toledo, OH  43607 

(419) 464-7946 
 

Ronald &  Kathleen Grant – Active 
12439 Soul Rd. 

Swanton, OH 43558 
(419) 825-5566 

 

New Address 
Nick &  Ruthann Smith – Active  

3345 Stonebrooke Ln. 
Maumee, OH  43537 
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here wildlife experts fear it could threaten the sport-
fishing industry. 
 Viral hemorrhagic septicemia, or VHS – which 
causes anemia and hemorrhaging in infected fish – was 
detected earlier this year in fish in an area of northern 
Lake Huron, about 20 miles from Lake Michigan. 
 It has been blamed for fish dieoffs last spring in lakes 
Erie and Ontario, as well as in Lake St. Clair and other 
waterways. 
 The virus doesn’ t pose a health risk to humans, but 
concern about its potential effect on fish populations is 
“very high,”  said Gary Whelan, fish production manager 
at the Michigan Department of Natural Resources. 
 “We don’ t know which species are going to be 
susceptible,”  Whelan said.  “We don’ t know whether 
this disease will come through once and kill off the 
susceptible and diseased ones,”  or kill fish every year. 
 The virus – which may cause bloody patches on the 
skin and bleeding in the eyes – could threaten dozens of 
species, including many important sport fish such as 
muskies, freshwater drum and salmon, said Dr. Jill 
Rolland, a fish pathologist at the U.S. Department of 
Agriculture’s Animal and Plant Health Inspection 
Service. 
 That’s potentially bad news for the $4 billion-a-year 
Great Lakes sport-fishing industry. 
 “ It sounds like really, really bad stuff,”  said charter 
boat captain Dick Stafford, who for 24 years has been 
taking people fishing in northern Lake Michigan through 
his company, Take Five Charters in Gladstone, 
Michigan. 
 Whelan said the virus, likely a relative of a strain 
found in the maritime region of Canada, killed several 
thousand muskies in Lake St. Clair last March and April.  
In Lake Erie, up to 100,000 freshwater drum might have 
died last spring, along with thousands of yellow perch, 
he said. 
 

 
 

Classified Section 
Jolly Roger Sailing Club Members may advertise boats and 
boat-related items free of charge. 
 

Inter lake #1099, white hull and deck, centerboard, 
roomy cockpit with seats, sails, jib, furler, spinnaker 
with pole, life jackets, misc. equipment, and Cooper 
trailer.  $2,500.  Call Marge at (419) 472-9273 or email 
margecater@toast.net. 
 

WANTED - 4hp or  smaller  ourboard motor .  Used or 
new.  Not looking for a project motor, only one that is 
functional.  Call John at 419-410-0124. 
 

For Sale: Outboard Engine - 1989 Mercury 15 HP, 
long shaft, 2-stroke, electric start, equipped for remote 

shift and steering, one owner, runs good.  $750 or best 
offer .  Call Chris White for more information.  Phone 
(419) 472-1401 (leave a message). 
 

HELP WANTED – BARTENDERS WANTED AT 
LOCAL SAILING CLUB FOR ANY CLUB EVENT.  
NO EXPERIENCE NESSESARY.  Work with great 
people and nice customers.  For more information please 
call Matt Kern at 419-376-6990, or email at 
bigmaddie@hotmail.com   
 

26’  Tanzer  -  Steel cradle, 10 hp Honda Outboard, self 
tacking jib, in good shape.  $3,500.  Contact Les 
Lashaway at (419) 729-2552. 
 

Tar tan 34C© 1977, K/C, 
Pedestal steering, 
Refrigeration, Roller furling, 
very nice condition. Many 
extras. $23,500. Contact 
John Schwartz at (419) 706-
5137 or Dennis Dunbar at 
(419) 357-1041.  

 

Carry-On Por table Air  Conditioner – 3 years old, 
excellent condition.  $400 OBO.  Call Kevin White at 
(734) 735-1241 or kgbandb@charter.net. 
 

1992 - 23.5 Hunter ; 
furling on headsail, mail 
sail, compass, knotmeter, 
trailer, water ballast, 
swing keel (18" draft 
w/keel up), no engine, 
mast raising system, very 
clean, 3rd slip from the 
end on right at Jolly 
Roger dock.  $8,500.  Call Garry Griffith at (419)882-
0993.  
 

25’ , 1979 MacGregor  Sailboat, new 8 hp Mercury Four 
Stroke Outboard, jib, furler, trailer, much equipment.  
$4,200 or  Best Offer .  Call Bob Pearson at (419) 726-
7309. 
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Jolly Roger Sailing Club 
5961 Edgewater Drive 
Toledo, Ohio  43611 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
RETURNED SERVICE REQUESTED 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 


